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MISSION AND OBIECTIVES OF BABES-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY CLUJ

URBB is the oldest institution on Higher Edueation in Romania. Transylvania has had a
multiethnic, multilingual and multiconfessional tradition foor many centurics. Transylvania 15
an interesting historical landseape for identity building and could provide a Furopean model
for the peaceful living together of ethnic minorities, Thus il is also a pood location for study-

ing.

Today's Baheg-Bolyai University at Chyj has a longstanding tradition for different levels
of education. It chanped its character during its history, from a Hungarian University dunng
the period of Habsburg rule over Transylvania to a Romanian University afler World War L.
Afier World War 11 a Romanian and a Hungarian University were estahlished which were
merged 1956 to “Babes-Bolyai University™ For the quality and self perception of UBB 1993
became an important year. The Senate of UBB decided to reorpanize the university into a
trilingual university, sciting up a Romanian, Hungarian and German study line. Thus pro-
grammes, courses and degrecs were being offercd in the historical languages of Transylvama,
which had shaped its eulture over centuries. The reorganized structure was accepted by the

student population and opencd new perspectives,

Today UBB is the only trilingual university and the only university outside German
speaking Furope which offers programmes and degrees from a Licentiate / Bachelor - level to
a PhD peogramme, and also Postdoe programmes in German, Trilingual study lines mean an
altraction for Romanian and international students Lo come Lo UBB and it is an important assct
for the role and status of UBB in Romania and among the universitics of South-Lastcm

Furope.




The mission and objectives of UBB are stated in the Charter. The general aims of pro-
muoting education and rescarch in “agreement with the demands of a knowledge based soci-
ely™, providing an ongoing elucation (life long learning) and international values and its tasks
and ohlipations for the region can be found in many University Charters. 1t is special, how-
ever, that UBB intends to provide “a framework for multicultural, multi-linguistic and inter-
confessional contacts: it offers egual training opportunitivs, in Romanian, Hungaran and
German™, Teaching, lcaming and research follow the Humboldtian principle: “The *Babes-

Bolyai’ University is a Humboldtian institution of higher education and rescarch™.

Does UBR fulfil these objectives? Do the three study lines achieve the aim of keeping
wwith the historical and eultural strueture of Transylvania™ Can the Bologna process allow

for education and research on the basis of the principles of Humbold?
MULTILINGUAL - MULTICULTURAL - MULTICONFESSIONAL Cl IARACTER

International evaluations have been highly positive,’ There are published materials avail-
able by the OSCE, the EUA, the Salzburg Seminar, the UBB Quality Manapgement and also
speeches which underpin the functioning system of 3 study lincs and how the minority issue is
solved, The opporiunity to have access o study lines in different languages — Romanian,
IHungarian, German and English (in Furopean Studies and Feonomics) attracts students. The
multicultural and multiconfessional setting has a positive impact, In addition it is quite inter-
esting to see that students from Romania do not necessarily study in the line of their mother
tonpue. Many Romanian and Hungarian students for example study Feonomics and History in
the German study line or do European Studies in English and German. There are some hasic
advantages, Many students [rom Transylvania or the Banat have a chance to study German in
school, Thus they have a basic knowledge s German or more, The highest investment in Ro-
mania according to statistics available comes feom German speaking Europe (Austrian and
German companies from industry, producers, wholesale chains like Metro or Praktiker to -
pancial institutions). There are many hranches of (erman companies in the Cluj arca and in
Transylvania and there is also a German Chamber of Commerce for North Westemn Transyl-
vania, German companics offer training perieds and jobs (for the summer amd beyond) to
UBE students doing International Management or specialize in other ficlds of Economics.

Some professors at the Faculty of Economics published books on the Feonomic History of

| [mermational Evaluations al Babey-Bolyai Universily 2008, edited by the PR Depariment. Cluj 2008, for cxam-
pie: Knue Vollbacck: Education for Democracy, Pluralism and Citizenship, ihid., 128-137.
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Transylvania and on European Economic History in general to serve for an important hasic
knowledpe in Economic history and economic developments from moedern times to the pre-
sent. The Faculty of Economics with ils study lines in Romanian, Hunparian, German and
English and the possibility to stwly some special fields in French offers eood professional

perspectives for graduates in Transylvania, Romania and all over Eurape.

The evaluator attended lectures and seminars in Hislory and Economies in the German
line and gave lectures and seminars himsell in German and English, which brought together
German Romanian and Hungarian speaking students. Their language skills werc amazing.
During the evaluation week the Austrian Library offered a lecture on Austria, Romania and
Europe by Professor Gtz from URB's sister university, the University ol Vienna. The lecture
was given in German dealing from o comparative point of view with the expectations, experi-
ences and perspectives of Austria and Romania on their way into the EU. More than 30 stu-
dents were present, besides the students from WVicnna many students with a Romanian or
Hungarian background. From my own experience of teaching under the Erasmus scheme at
the German line of the Faculty of Economics and the Faculty of History as well as in summer
schools T can state that the students choose the respective study line according 10 their own
interests and professional expectabions. Thus, despite the fact that the Germans today are the
smuallest minority in Transylvania, there arc many students who study in German or English in
a study line which is not being taught in their mother toogue. From my observations [ draw
the conclusion that the German and Hungarian minarities are integrated, that the model set up
in 1995/97 and improved ever since is functioning and well accepted and that there is no dis-
crimination of any of the ethnic groups, especially as far as the Gennans and Hungarians are
concerned. A debate initiated a fow years ago in the wake of Romania’s membership in the
EU by some Hungarian national interest groups sponsored — 1 am somy o say — by the impor-
tant German Dhaily “Frank{urter Allgemeine Zeitung” provided against better knowledge a
misleading view of the role and status ol the Hungarian minority at UBB and in Transylvania.
A look inte the University Charter, “nto the leadership structure of UBEB (rector, prorectons,
sepate, academic council) and into the Taculties and their Hungarian lines will prove {hat the
Hungarian students and staff are well integrated into a living and dynamic university. From
my perspective the successful efforts of UBB for setting up a multi-ethic and multilingual
university may Serve as a model for other mulli-ethnic regions in Europe, be it in the Baltic

States, in Spain, in Kosovo ot in Bosnia or oulside Europe, like in the bicddle East.



INTERMATIONAL PROGRAMMES — Partner (Sister) Universilies

UBRB has partner institutions in Europe, Asia North- and South America, Australia and
Africa. For Chinese Studics a branch of the Beijing Confucius Institute — there are obly lew
universities being honoured with a Confucius branch Institute — was founded at UBTS. There
arc also special programmes with Korcan, Indian and Japanese universitics. The cooperation
programmes have a wide range from research cooperation to double degree / joint degree pro-
grammes. Most pariner universities come from France. This, to some extenl, is duc to the fact
that there are many functioning double degree Masier programines, and cspecially at the PhD
level. There are some double degree Master Programmes with Michigan State University
(American Studies), the Universily of Munster and starting lhis autumn a Master in European
Quudies with the University of Magdeburg. New Joint Master's programmes in the History of
$outh-Fastern Burope have been establishod between UBE, the University of Graz and the
University of Ljubljana. Students are obliged 1o an obligatory semesier abroad at one of the
pariner universities. 1n sclence there are haster programmes in Physics (Universities of
Aschen, Salzburg, Padova, Gent and the Université Louis Pasteur Strasbourg), in Chemistry
(University of Georgia, EGtvbs Lorant Budapest, Braunschweig Institute of Technology, Uni-
versity of Lund), UBB and the Universily of Rostock launched a double degree BA pro-
gramme last year, starting with biology heing followed by Feonomics this coming autumn,
History, German Language propramimes and programmes in cducation are in preparation. In
{he case of (he double degree BA programme it proves (0 be advantageous {hat German stu-
dents may study in German at UBB and at the same time learning another language which

might be useful for their future job profile and their carecrs.

UBB is also host for summer schools far universities from Europe and overseas. There is
one established on the Culture of Romania and the South East together with Arizona State
University in Tempe / USA. The booklet on “The Inicmationalisation at UBB™ gives more

information on summer schools and suMmEr COUrSES with 17 countries parlicipaling (2003}

Most inter-universily eonlracts between parkier universities not only offer the possibility
of student mobility and staff exchange but also oblige the pariners (o cooperale in research
and become pariners in applying e.£. for European tescarch programmes which expect the

cooperation in special ficlds of rescarch between three or more European universitics — o

? Lueia Hotiko: The Interationalisation at Bubes-Bolyal University. Cluj 2003,
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establish rescarch clusters and centres of excellence — or Transatlantic cooperations {3 Euro-
pean partner institutions plus 2 Norlh American). Since the early 20005 UBB managed to im-
prove its standing in scicnce and technology. There was European maney besides povernment
funds to develop new fields for rescarch, sclling up new buildings cspecially [or science and
installing the maost recent machinery, equipment and technology. This is true for departments
like Chemistry, Biochemistry, Physics, Engineering and Development, also implementing
new Nanotechnology and Mano scienee in conperation with other universilies and industrial
parincrs (often from the arca). UBD becomes interesting for other inslitutions 1o cooperale.
There is also a cooperation programme on the way between UBB, the Karlsruhe Institute of
Technology and  the Karlsruhe Nuclear Research Institute  (Kemforschungszentrum

Karlsruhe).

UBR shows a dynamic policy for infernationalization as far as teaching, research, intemsa-
tional cooperation and the setling up of special institutions {cultural institutes, language pro-
grammes) is concemed. URB was piven endowed chuirs sponsared by foreign governments or
foreign institutions, like a chair in German lilerature oF in other languages or in science. It is
often difficult for a university to keep up the responsibilities and find the funds connected
with such a chair afier the end of the endowment {sponsorship). [t is, however, a major incen-
tive for the reputation of a university. UBB should work hard to keep these special chairs and
puarantees permanent funding. In Economics — German line — there is also a necessity 1o hire a
professor in order (o guarantes the double-degree programme with the University of Rostock.

The process and the negotiations are on their way right now.

The special institutions and international cooperation offer UBDB students a greal oppar-
tunity to get to know the culture of other countries, to have a chance lo study abroad, to leam
new languages and to be exposed to different cullures, new approaches and outlooks and -
quite important = 10 make new friends, sct up networks all over Europe and overseas, depend-
ing on the place they went 1o, Thus graduates will be well cquipped and well trained with an
nternational outlook and perspective when they leave UBB for their job. | would appreciate if
my own institution and other Furopean universities 1 had a chanee to visit would be as dy-
namic overall, To some extent thiz is true for many German and other European universilies.
They will have 1o make the best out of a period of dramatic changes al all levels, from teach-
ing to research and the acquisition of funds, In this respect 1l is important 1o establish a tradi-

tion of alumni who help to set up a network, who share their expericnees with UBB students,



staff and freshly graduated students and who, in the long run, are willing and preparcd (o do-
nate money and other resources to UBD like this is the case in the United States of America,
The talk of the evaluators to alumni and graduates against this background was quite uselul
and satisfying. Since European universitics have no strong tradition in this respect sclting up a
functioning alumni net work is pecessary. UBB is trying to set up such a tradition. Like in
other European universities it will take time and most probably never reach the level of US
universitics. One problem being that the respective legal framework for donations and spon-

soring is not yet come into effect.
EUROPEAN PROGRAMMES (Erasmus ¢t al.)

Starting in 1998 UBD successfully offers student- and staff mobility programmes under
the Frasmus scheme in different fields of study. At present the incoming and gutgoing stu-
dents come from or go to 17 European countries. In 2008-2009 there were 70 incoming stu-
dents, The highest share comes from Germany, Italy, France and Portugal. The highest por-
tion of outgoing students study in France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the Benclux countries.
They include all levels from BA and MA to PhD. From 1998/99-2008/9 about 3000 UBB
students profited from the programme, 8() in 2008/9, Teaching mobility rcached its highest
figure in 2008/200% when 85 were using the possibilities olTered by the programme. The ma-
jority coming from the Faculty of letters and also from ihe faculty of sports and athletics. The
numbers would be higher, also docent mobility, if there would be more transparcney 45 far as
the assigned money by contract at UBE (between the parlicipating universitics) is concerncd.
The money allocated to the respective eontracts between Departments of participating univer-
sities (e.g. History has funds for 10 places for student mobility per academic year and 3 places
for docent mobility). The fisds chowld not be given o other depariments or staff unfess the
respective department informs the Erasmus Office that they will not use the money during the
respective year. This 15 a hasic rule for the Erasmus Programmte. According to the national
statistics UBB represents 14% of the number of mobilitics at a national level. LUBB offers
intensive language courses for incoming and outgoing students, Because of rising demands

UUBB was granted funds from the EU to offer 3 courses instead of 2.

UBR could be a good example for other universities participating in the Erasmus Pro-
pramme as far as activities for their Erasmus students are concemned. Incoming students be-

sides intensive language COUrsCS arc offercd many activities from city tours, excursions and



various activitics [ike making pottery, painting, representing their home couniries as far as
culture is concerned. UBI also hires student tutors who look afier the incoming students.
Mostly they are students who have been sbroad on the Erasmus programme. More details

ahout the cxcellent activitics at UBB are shown in booklet “Erasmus, in imagini la UBB!”

The evaluater had & chance to meet exchange students under the Erasmus programme and
other exchange programmes. He met stucdents of Law, International Relations, European Stud-
ies and Cultural Studics, They were staying for ene or two semesters and were leaving the end
of this semester. Their home institutions were in Britain, Maly, France, Austria, Germany and
Korea. The majority had a good experience and good study results. They enjoyed being al
UBB, exposed to a different teaching system, culture and mentality, It was easy for them to
adjust. Many of them plan to retumn privately or for studying again at UBB. 2 students werc
dissatisfied and thought being here has been a wasle of time. In their case, from my own ex-
perience as Erasmus coordipator at my home university, the selection process at the home
institution was not appropriate and the outgoing students were not well prepared and secmed
not 1o be able to follow the level of teaching at UDB. This may be pure chance, It would be,
however, advisable to ask (he partner snstitutions only to send first rate students who are able
to Tollow courses at a university level or sending them back carly. There should be more focus
and awareness on the “Universitics of Applied Sciences™ which do not have the status of an
excellent research oriented university. In the USA the status between rescarch universities and

teaching institutions is quite clear.
INTERNATIONALISATION

UBB is nunning many inlernational programmes and offers intemational activities and
experiences for their students, During the cvaluation week, to single out a few examples, there
were two lectures by an American chemist from the University of Georgia at Athens, Profes-
sot Schaefer 111 and, invited by the faculty of European Studies, the European Commissionet
on Multilingualism and presented by the Austria Library a lecture from a Vienna Professor of
Political Scicnee on Austrian and Romanian expericnces in the negotiation process for full
membership in the EU. The lectures and olher events are posted at many faculties and in the
major University Buildings and students, stafl and interested persons are also informed aboul

public events electronically, for cxample at the entrance o the Old University Building, The



infrmation system for events could still be improved, cspecially as far as some facultics are
concerncd.

Many facultics host regularly international conferences and bring in speakers from differ-
ent ficlds from Europe and overseas allowing for a lively academic discourse. It is quite ad-
vantageous for UBB students and faculty to be exposed to a vanety of lectures and intermna-
tional conferences enriched by summer schools between partmer (sister) universitics being
held at altering sites, For example URB and the University of Rostock organize summetr
schools since 2005 in Cluj and Rostock on apgreed on topics bringing together students and
o1aff from both universities and thus setting up closer relationships in teaching and research,
allowing a get-together of students from different universities. The moncy comes from funds
“n both universities and as in the case of UBB and UR also from the German Academic Lx-

change Service (DAAD).

The President of the Students {Prefectul studentilor), Andrei Ciubue, mentioned to the re-
porting evaluator during an interview that the UBB student Union plans to set up relations
with the student unions of all — at least as many as possible — partner universi ties of UBB and
orpanize summer schools on the culture of the country where the respective parther universi-
ties are situated. This would be an interesting ‘den and it is Lo be hoped this idea will material-

i also ns far as (unds and further student engagements are concerncd.
TEACHING AND RESEARCH

UBB has onc of the best library resourees in Romaniz. Besides the main library there are
special libraries in many of the faculties providing resources for teaching, sludying and re-
search as well as arca institutes like the Transylvania Institute, the Austria Library, the Ger-
man Institute and Cultural centres (Germany, France, ltaly. Great Britain, China, Korea, Ja-
pan, United States) as well as language programmes, There are also special libraries for the
different lines of study in the Faculty of Economics and in the Faculty of European Studies.
Some of the special libraries received large Jonations from public and private sources thus
offering important materials and teaching/research literature to the respective wsers. UBB
should keep an eye on providing over time solid financial support for its libraries = as an im-
portant hasis [or teaching and effective research, These special librarics must keep their qual-
ity, also by alloeating moncy from UBB sources and not relying on forcign donations and

support only.



Compared to other great University- and State libraries in the United States, Canada, Ja-
pan, Britain, Germany, Italy. Austria and France which the reporting evaluator has used there
should be more direet and faster access to library resources, especially in the "Lucian Blaga
Central University Library™. The process of ordering and lending should and must he acceler-
ated. In the main libeary of the University of Georgia, of Indiana University, of Yale Univer-
sity or of the University of California at Berkeley students and researchers have direct access
to books in the library. There are also offercd special “earrcls™ or even “rooms™ in the library
for their research, especially at the PhD level and for professarial stafl. It is also considered as
important for users (o have the possibility of browsing. Books which arc not housed in the
main library are being delivered within onc hour or less. They can be ordered on-ling without
the need to use ordering slips. Effective service is also true for the British Library or the Mu-
nich State Library. [t would be advantageous for students and staff if {the use of hbrry re-
sources would be facilitated and improved. This is also true for some library branches and
special collections. A specded-up service system would make UBB still mote competitive and
attractive. It would become a place were people like to leach, learn und do research from all

over Europe and beyond.

It is sugpested that for the European Studies Propramme there should be more books and
other resources be available in French and German (asked for by students and staff during my
stay and from interviews) beyond English and Romanian. As far as French materials and
books are concerned — because of their structure and set up — they provide good hases for
studying and leamning. You may like this structure or not, but the textbooks French style are

exeellent, also for short memory learning.

To keep up the quality of teaching and rescarch UBB should try to allocate more funds to the

main library and to the special librarics.

It necds to be mentioned that the UBB University Presses lo same exlent are unique in
publishing multilingual monegtaphs, rescarch collections,” papers from symposia and dacu-

mentarics in many languages — sometimes special bhaoks in more than one language — besides

! For example: Lodiskau Gérmnint ¢ Marius Jucen J Cristina Hotar {Eds,): Gobalism, Globality, Globalisation. Ten
Years of European Studies in Cluj. Cluj Napoca 29009 (2005). Andrei Marga / Theodor Berchem / Jan Sadluk
{Eds.): Living in Truth. A Conceptional Framework for 4 Wisdom Socicty and the European Construction. il

20048,



Romantan (e.g. Bnglish, German, French, and ltalian). BBUP is also publishing special jour-
nals far differing ficlds, There is a journal “Furopes™ which brings together articles on Turo-
pean issues. They are printed in the language of the author., Another journal within the univer-
sity is “Philologia™. There arc several seres in different ficlds and from different facultics
published by the University Press. They give national and international eredit 1o UBB and are

important for the national and international eating and UBB's reputation.
GENERAL REMARKS

BB because of its histerical, political, multilingual and economic environment and is
iraditions is a good place for learning, studying and research. Its peographical siluation also
necds to be mentioned as an advantage. The evaluation week has shown thal UBE is well st
up and has a geod intem ational reputation. It is one of the leading universitics of South TEast-
ernn Europe let alone of Romania with a broad multilingual study programme and an amazing
dynamic. UBB does not have to fear any comparisons with other major European universities.
Despite minor shortcomings and necessary improvements UBDB is a place for students from
Romania and abroad to come to for their higher education, for research and a multi-ethic ex-
petience.  According 1o the Romanian version of methodelogical guidelines ( Maulifi-
cari_ghid.pdf) — there is no H1.4 point 10 in the English version — the reporting evaluator ac-
cording to his findings during the period of evaluation would classify UBE as “grad de incre-

dere ridicat™ (a highest degree of confidence — very good and high quality standards).
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

In any university system and in any university there are means for improvement. This is
also true for UBR. UBI over the last few years expericneed a d ynarmic progress and UpSWInE
and might now be in & phase of consolidation. In the paragraphs above the reporting evaluator
had made some suggestions coNCEming stafl, endowed chaits and library resources as well as
{he handling of the Erasmus Programme (student mobility, staff mohility), Compared to other
Furopean universities and institutions of Higher Fducation overseas it would be useful and
improve the competitivencss of UTR if eff staff with a professorial status { Assistant Profes-
sors, Associate Professors, Full Professors) — they are those who are qualificd and who have a
national and international reputation in research and are “habilitated™ (in US the publication

of a “sccond book™ in order to become Associate Professor or in Germany and France the
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“Hahifitation” or *Thise .:f'E‘rf:I“'} are cntitled to be advisors for PhD students. In Germany
any University teacher who has passed his or her “habilitation™ can bave PhD students who
work under their guidance. This is European standand. It would make sense it all professors
would be entitled to be advisors for PhD candidates {or in special PhD programmes), The

universities should also have the rght to confer a Phl divectly from their own autonomy. This

is also European standard.

Overall UBR, from my point of view and my studying of the possibilitics and resources
during evaluation week, is an cxcellent university for research and studying with genuine pro-

grammes, cspecially as far as the three study lines are concerned.

There is one question remaining which is also of general interest: UBDB claimes to be a
university of teaching and rescarch according to the Humboldtian ideas. From my view the
Bolopgna process does not allow for an education in Humboldt's sense. The system of BAs
and MAs sets up limits and narrows down broader edueation. It becomes more a system of
“inputs” than of “rcflection”. What we need in Europe are well trained and educated students
wha have knowledge beyond their special fields and who are able for solid judpement and

reflection. This is what Europe needs in order to be competitive al global scale.

To wind up my report 1 would like 1o repeat my opinion that TIRB should be rated as:

“orad de incidere redicat™ (excellent and highest degree of confidence)
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