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WHY DO ROMANIAN SCIENTISTS EMIGRATE?

WHY THE NEED FOR THEIR REPATRIATION 

AND APPROPRIATE REINTEGRATION?

•better opportunities for professional development abroad 

•limited research funding and technology in Romania

•thorny process of career advancement often dependent on subjective factors

•unappealing wages and social services

•inadequate legislation, norms and regulations 

Romanian “brain-drain” phenomenon

•retrieval of the original investment made in their education 

•benefit from their elevated expertise, international experience and reputation

acquired abroad

•dissemination of the knowledge acquired out of the country and maintenance  

of the networks and connections from abroad, facilitating a continuous 

knowledge exchange in the benefit of our country 
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CASE REPORT: Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad, Romania

Within 2006-2009 period, six

young scientists who have

spent 7-10 years abroad,

defined and refined their

professional careers and/or

taught in renowned universities

from Western Europe, USA and

Canada were reintegrated in the

Romanian higher education

system at Aurel Vlaicu

University of Arad.
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THE FOUR STEPS OF ACADEMIC REINTEGRATION

At first, the scientists were reintegrated on research or teaching

positions that were equivalent to those they held at the universities

from abroad;

Further, they were provided conditions to perform in research and

education at the level they did abroad, prior to their return home;

In the third stage the six scientists were constantly encouraged and

supported by all means to apply for research grants, constitute and

lead their own and independent research groups;

Finally, the scientists were supported to promote on academic track

as soon as their accomplishments fulfilled the national criteria for

advancement in career.
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Number of running research grants

Evolution of the number of research grants at 

Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad within 2004-2008 period

•2004: the research relied on a

single grant;

•2008: 34 national and

international grants supported

the research;

•2008: Prize for Research by

the National Council of

Scientific Research in Higher

Education (CNCSIS).

•2010: Two international

research prizes.

The “pay back” at the institutional level



6
The 2nd International Conference: Institutional Strategic Quality Management  

ISQM2010, 14-16 October 2010

Research of Excellence Fields

Biotechnology 

•Biological and Biomedical Mass Spectrometry 

•Theoretical Physics

•Electrochemistry/Biosensors

•Advanced Textile Materials and Related Technologies

•Philology (graduate/doctoral school)

•Theology (graduate/doctoral school) 

2009-2010

The “pay back” at the institutional level
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http://www.gandul.info/poze/scoala/2-studente-aradence-in-programe-de-cercetare-din-strainatate.html?3934;2783903&type=main_picture&ptr=0
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Group Leader:

Prof. Dr. Florentina-Daniela MUNTEANU

PhD in Sweden & Postdoc in Portugal

9 years, research abroad, Reintegrated at Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad in 2005
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Group Leader:

Prof. Dr. Cecilia SÂRGHIE

Postdoc in Belgium

5 years, research abroad

Reintegrated at Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad in 2005

Research of Excellence 
Advanced Textile Materials and RelatedTechnologies
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Group Leader:

Prof. Dr. Alina-Diana ZAMFIR
PhD & Postdoc in Germany

Habilitation/Professorship in Germany

7 years, research and professorship abroad

Reintegrated at Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad in 2006

Research of Excellence 

Biological and Biomedical Mass Spectrometry

R OMA NIA N S OC IE T Y  F OR
MAS S  S P E C T R OME T R Y
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1st INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

OF THE ROMANIAN SOCIETY FOR MASS SPECTROMETRY
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New Montana Hotel, Sinaia, ROMANIA
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Sorin Stanescu, Pro Analysis Systems,Bucharest

Andreas Wiesner, Advion BioSciences, Essex

Kate Zhang, Genzyme Boston

Key-Speakers

Chair: Alina D. Zamfir

Topics
Discovery of new biomolecules•Bioaffinity mass spectrometry •Proteomics & protein-structure 

modification •MS in immunology •MS in disease diagnostics& therapeutic lead structure discovery 

•New instrumental developments & hyphenation tools •Carbohydrates & glycolipids
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Number of articles published in ISI-indexed journals

Evolution of the number of articles published in ISI-indexed journals 

under the affiliation of Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad within 2002-2009 period

•2004: 11 papers

•2009: 47 papers

•2010: Elsevier prize for highly

cited papers affiliated to the

university

•2010: 2 authors in Ad-Astra

Top 3 of their research field

The “pay back” at the institutional level
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Impact factor: 3.05

Impact factor: 3.21

ISI-Class I Publications in 2009

Impact factor: 3.42

Impact 

factor: 3.42

Impact factor: 6.02
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Mod.Phys.Lett. Mod.Phys.Lett. 

Mod.Phys.Lett. 

ISI-Class I and II Publications in 2009
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Number of papers presented at international conferences

Evolution of the number of papers presented at international conferences 

under the affiliation of Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad within 2005-2009 period

•2005: 78 presentations

•2009: 281 presentations

•most of these presentations

were given as either contributed

oral or invited plenary/keynote

lectures at conferences held in:

USA, Canada, Germany, France,

UK, Austria, Portugal, Belgium,

Italy, Sweden, Norway, Poland,

Netherlands, Croatia, Serbia,

Hungary, Russia, Ukraine and

Israel.

The “pay back” at the institutional level
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CONCLUSIONS
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•Within 2006-2009, at Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad, six Romanian

scientists who have carried out a long-term continuous research stay

abroad could be successfully reintegrated in the Romanian higher

education system, which essentially contributed to the increase of

university accomplishments and its national and international

visibility.

•The results of this experiment substantiate once more that attraction

of Romanian scientists from abroad is one of the solutions leading to

the improvement and development of higher education system in

Romania.


