
UPON SOME AVAILABLE 

IMPROVEMENT WAYS OF BOLOGNA 

PROCESS IN ROMANIA

Prof. Eng. Vasile NASTASESCU, Ph.D.

Military Technical Academy, Bucharest, Romania
e-mail address: vnastasescu@yahoo.com

2nd International Conference: Institutional Strategic Quality Management - ISQM2010
14 - 16 October 2010, Sinaia, Romania



Contents
1. Introduction

2. The organization of the first two

Bologna cycles in Romania

3. Some proposals for better working

of the second cycle

4. Some consideration upon ECTS

5. Conclusions

2nd International Conference: Institutional Strategic Quality Management - ISQM2010
14 - 16 October 2010, Sinaia, Romania



2nd International Conference: Institutional Strategic Quality Management - ISQM2010
14 - 16 October 2010, Sinaia, Romania

REFERENCES 
1. Bologna Declaration (1999)

2. Prague Communique (2001)

3. Berlin Communique (2003)

4. Bergen Communique (2005)

5. London Communique (2007)

6. Leuven_Louvain-la-Neuve Communique (2009)

7. Budapest-Vienna Declaration (2010)

8. National Reports (2001-2009)

9. EUA Trends Reports (1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009)

10. Eurydice_report_2009 ;         11. Eurydice_report_2010

12. Black Book of Bologna Process (edition I-a)

13. Survey of Master Degrees in EUROPE by Howard Davies, EUA, 2009 



2nd International Conference: Institutional Strategic Quality Management - ISQM2010
14 - 16 October 2010, Sinaia, Romania



Are the outcomes of Bologna Process

better or not, comparatively with outcomes

of previous higher education structure ?

Are you satisfied by the functioning of 

those three Bologna cycles ?

2nd International Conference: Institutional Strategic Quality Management - ISQM2010
14 - 16 October 2010, Sinaia, Romania



2nd International Conference: Institutional Strategic Quality Management - ISQM2010
14 - 16 October 2010, Sinaia, Romania

LICENSE

studies

MASTER

studies

DOCTORAL

studies

2005
20052008

In Romania, the university study cycles started: 

Main legislation framework:

Law No. 288/2004, for Bologna Process implementation;

Government Decision No. 88/2005, for organization of license studies;

Government Decision No. 567/2005, for re-organization of doctoral studies;

Government Decision No. 404/2006, for organization of master studies.
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Romanian Higher Education Structure in European Frame 
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Professor Georg Winckler

EUA President, 2009

“The Master has a crucial role to play. It is the most 

versatile of qualifications. 

Without it, Europe’s commitment to research and

innovation could not be sustained. 

The Master delivers the high level skills required by 

the knowledge economy. 

When integrated into a comprehensive lifelong

learning framework, it demonstrates just how

responsive and inclusive universities can be.”
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Workload/duration for the most 
common Master

programmes in the Bologna countries, 
2009/10

Workload/duration for the most 
common Bachelor

programmes in the Bologna 
countries, 2009/10
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System overview and key information
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LICENSE

Studies

3-4 years

MASTER

Studies

1-2 years

DOCTORAL

Studies

3 years

Law no. 288/2004

G.D. no. 88/2005; 916/2005; 

1175/2006; 676/2007; 

635/2008; 749/2009; 631/2010

M.O. no. 3235/2005.

14 fundamental fields;

73 license study domains;

>300 license programs.

Law no. 288/2004

G.D. no. 404/2006

M.O. no. 3628/2008;

4644/2008; 4666/2009.

Master study 

domains=License study 

domains (art. 4, alin. 2 

din GD 404/2006)

Law no. 288/2004

G.D. no. 567/2005 

M.O. no. 4491/2005

14 fundamental domains;

73 doctoral domains.
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A correlation of the university study cycles, 

in a 2D representation
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Those three 

cycles of 

Bologna 

Process 

represent a 

growth, at 

least in three 

directions. 

Each of the three Bologna cycles contains one major academic award – the Bachelor 

in the first, the Master in the second, and the doctorate in the third. 

To obtain a Master is to reach the ceiling of the second cycle. Access to it is normally 

from the first cycle, while onward academic progression is to the doctorate.

It is a 

development 

of the 

graduate 

personality.
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How the university management understood the Bologna 

Process implementation in terms of curricula design of 

the Higher Education in Romania
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Bologna Black Book
This book is an example collection of wrong or 

not enough implementation of the Bologna 

Process reforms in Romanian universities

Faculty council was going to vote the 

new curricula for a new student 

generation “Bologna students”; there 

were three proposals:

1. A curricula based on American and 

European standards; maximum flexibility, 

acceptable costs, centered on student, 

but many changes were necessary and 

some teacher jobs could be affected; it 

was enthusiastically supported by 

students.

2. The second proposal has consist in a 

collection of ideas, but which did not 

represent a proposal in fact.
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3. The third proposal belonged to the professional commission. It was based on the 

principles of the old curricula, towards which some disciplines went out and others 

were moved in other years; so, a discipline was densely programmed (a half of year 

instead a year); this proposal was discussed between departments and ECTS were 

acceptable distributed (for them, not for students). 

The result:

The first proposal was rejected by the faculty staff because 

the costs were not accepted being too high. The first proposal was 

not presented and debated in the faculty council.

The students were asked to make proposals about which 

discipline to be out from the new curricula (being not useful). 

So, the students were said that they were participated to the 

construction of the new curricula.

(Bologna Black Book, page 6)

There are many other examples, practically from all universities.
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Different visions exist regarding to the specialty to be 

obtained by graduating of Bologna cycles.

Student vision is presented in this table

Lazar Vlasceanu, s.a., Barometrul calitatii – 2009, pag. 267, ARACIS, QualMedia
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… and teachers’ vision in this table:

Lazar Vlasceanu, s.a., Barometrul calitatii – 2009, pag. 282, ARACIS, QualMedia
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Lazar Vlasceanu, s.a., Barometrul calitatii – 2009, pag. 340, ARACIS, QualMedia

Employers prefer graduates of non-Bologna faculties
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How the master programs work:

Many of the masters' program disciplines repeat the

courses taught during the first cycle of studies

The master's timetable is not well chosen (late at

night, teachers do not come, they are un-attractive,

many students already work and do not come to

classes, only to the exams). Most masters are made

in order to assure the workload of the teaching staff.

Great difficulties in defining of the 7NQF  and  7EQF
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An example referring to Mechanical engineering domain
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There is no connection between license programs and master

programs (license and master programs have the same study

domain)

There are license programs without the master level !

There are some master programs, which appear to belong

to other license domains, because the basic field of studies

can not be found in the declared domain.

The organization of the first two university cycles in Romania

makes difficulties in construction of the National Qualification

Framework.

Remarks:
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A suitable correlation between curricula of first and second cycles,

which to lead to a better training of a master graduate towards old

graduate of a faculty of 4 or 5 years.

An improvement of the institutional management of master studies.

For a quality assurance of master programs is necessary (or much

better) that all master programs to have the same way for accrediting

(official development in a faculty) and periodically evaluated; today, in

Romania two ways exist for master program developing: via ARACIS

and via university senate; probably the number and the title of all master

programs are unknown; in these conditions, what about READABILITY

of the master, what about INTEROPERABILITY of the master and so

on…?

I consider that any study program of the first cycle degree has to offer

the possibility to be continued in the second cycle (master) and even

in the third cycle.
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Like the study programs of the first and third cycles, study programs of

the second cycle (master) might have an own defined study

domain; so, such a measure would lead to a better conditions for NQF

construction. The master study domain could be represented just by

the name of the license program; so, it would be very clear which is 

the basic knowledge for a master program.

I consider that two kinds of the master programs would have to exist,

a scientific master and a professional (vocational) master; the scientific

master would be that master program, which represents a development

of the license program, having the same name (same specialization but

an upper level).

In a good concordance between domain of a master program and the

domain of a doctoral program, the period of the advanced studies of

the doctoral program could be recognized so, a longer period for

doctoral researching would be available.
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The conditions for admission to a master program would have to

be more exactly defined and the knowledge obtained in other

training (educational) conditions could be recognized.

Some measures for an easier recognition of the master diploma

could be elaborated; so the mobility, the readability, and the admission

to doctoral studies could be improved.

For each job position, the study level, in term of Bologna education,

might be specified and might be a compulsory condition for apoiment;

nowadays, for a job with higher education no difference between license,

master and doctoral studies is taken into account, exception for university

and researching positions.

A stronger collaboration between universities and employers, 

business organizations and labor market is necessary, for all three

higher education levels; in Romania ARACIS became member of 

ENAEE and a special commission of permanent experts was created,

which will analyze this aspect inside of periodically assessment process

or for getting the label EUR-ACE.  
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ECTS is used in defining those three Bologna cycles. In Romania no 

dominant model exist. This aspect may be a favorable aspect which 

offers more flexibility and adaptability. 

The establishing way of ECTS number, for each discipline, 

has an extremely importance ! 
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Some ways of ECTS defining, in academic year 2008-2009

A better ECTS would have to delivers different credit numbers for 

different marks, for the same discipline. In this way, the recognition of 

the studies and  the student mobility could be easier and more 

suitable made. 
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A student, who graduated a discipline with the mark 10, has

the same number of ECTS got by other student, who graduated the

same discipline, in the same license study domain, but with the

mark 5.

Is this a right and suitable system ?

Practically, all the conferences of Education Ministers agreed on the

importance of credit systems for both transfer and accumulation,

and on the need for progress on these issues.

Just in 2001, The Salamanca Convention of Higher Education Institutions

defining the goal for European higher education of organising diversity of

institutions, realized that the efforts towards compatibility should not

be undermined by too much variance in the definition and

implementation of credits.
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As a credit transfer and accumulation 

system, the key goals of ECTS are:

 to improve transparency and comparability of study programmes

and qualifications;

 to facilitate the mutual recognition of qualifications.

THE KEY FEATURES OF ECTS ARE:

 The European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) is a

student-centred system based on the student workload required to

achieve the objectives of a programme, objectives preferably

specified in terms of learning outcomes.

 ECTS is based on the convention that 60 credits measure the notional

workload of an average full time student during one academic year. This

includes the time spent in attending lectures, seminars, independent

study, preparation for and taking of examinations, etc 
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Allocation of ECTS based on learning 

outcomes and student workload

seems to be the best way !

This is the first proposal for improving the ECTS in 

Romanian higher education.

The second proposal is referring to the introduction of 

some passing gates for graduating an academic year.

There are some disciplines strongly based one on other, studied in 

different academic years; in these conditions, graduating of some 

disciplines, in each year, would have to be compulsory. 
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The Bologna Declaration in 1999 set out a vision for

2010 of an internationally competitive and attractive

European Higher Education Area where higher education

institutions, supported by strongly committed staff, can fulfil

their diverse missions in the knowledge society; and

where students benefiting from mobility with smooth and fair

recognition of their qualifications, can find the best suited

educational pathways.

Since 1999, 47 parties to the European Cultural

Convention, have signed up to this vision and have made

significant progress towards achieving it.
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Not all the objectives will have been 
reached by all the participating 

countries by 2010; it is, therefore, 
necessary that the Bologna Process 

should continue after 2010 so that its 
implementation can be finalized.

First priority for the future should 
be given to completing the existing 

action lines.
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This paper presented some personal consideration upon Bologna

Process, especially in Romania, with the aim to create a support of

debates for improving the Bologna process working.

My preoccupation focused on first two Bologna cycles, especially on

master program. In my opinion this is the most important cycle by

the number of students addressed, by the large labor market

interested in, and for all means research, including the access to the

third cycle – doctoral programs.

Today in Romania, the master programs seem to have less

attention on Ministry Education behalf, because this study cycle,

comparatively with license cycle, is partial extracted from ARACIS

authority and it is less evaluated by an external evaluation process.

My proposals could be analyzed, completed by others, transformed

or just rejected. My intention was to participate with my experience

for the progress in higher education under Bologna Process.
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From all documents referring to Bologna Process, a

fundamental appreciation appears: Bologna Process will not

be stopped neither in 2010, nor in 2025, it remains:

a major idea for unity,

a policy in the largest sense &

a strategy for a long time !

All these, for a Europe of Knowledge, widely recognised

as an irreplaceable factor for social and human growth and

as an indispensable component to consolidate and enrich

the European citizenship, capable of giving its citizens the

necessary competences to face the challenges of the new

millennium.



Thank You !
I am waiting for your questions
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